
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025  

 
  The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and 

Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah 
proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or 
suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: 
Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 



Sunday, November 30, 2025

VISITORS: It is a joy to have you with us 
this morning. If you are looking for a church 
family, we hope you will consider Holy Cross. 
For more information, you can fill out a 
visitor form in the narthex, speak to an 
usher, or scan the QR code to the right. 
 

FAMILIES:  Children are always welcome at our worship 
services! There’s also a small play area in the Narthex where 
you can hear the broadcasted service. 
 
 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER LIST 
For additions/changes, email the office: admin@holycrossherndon.org 

Names will be removed after one month unless advised otherwise. 
 

OUR CONGREGATION 
Juliana Roe Beck | Bonnie Burton | Terry & Linda Butler 

Joy Caveney | Joel Flegal | Roy Geiger | Otto Jacobson | Vivian Jefferson 
Jared Lem | Reed Morgan | Mike Muller | Craig Reichow 

Jeremy Shoop | Tuula Toney | Cherie Weatherhead 
All Government Employees Affected by the Government Shutdown 

  
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

Riley Morgan | Thomas Newcomb | Collin Reichow 
 

RELATIVES AND FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION 
Erin Barden (sister of Andrew Barden) 

Randy and Shirley Beamer (friends of Pam Darby) 
Debbie Bowman (niece of Betty Skelton) 

Joy Brown (friend of Kate Flegal) 
Symphony Calvillo & her two boys (friend of Kate Flegal) 

Jane Campbell (friend of Cheryl Smith) 
Don and Liz Gober (friends of Craig Reichow) 

Jason Greenwalt (friend of Cheryl Smith) 
Madilyn Gross (cousin of Desirae Peral) 

Matt Kim (friend of John & Tammy Breene) 
Georgia Kirby and Cain Mason (friends of Cherie Weatherhead) 

Phyllis Krapf (wife of Dick Krapf) 
Don Kress (friend of Helen and Gary Wolfe) 

Dale, John, and Jeff MacPherson (friends of Jared Lem) 
Sharon Massen (friend of Craig Reichow) 

Lisa Nolf (friend of Jared Lem) 
Jim Pollock (godfather of Andrew Barden) 

Anne Marie Berardi Rabinowitz (friend of Tonya Elliott) 
Dylan Roe (nephew of Mark and Jo Roe) 

John Smith (brother-in-law of Cheryl Smith) 
Steven Swancutt (brother of Lynn Russo) 

Diana Todd (friend of the Russos) 
Michelle White (friend and coworker of Kate Flegal) 

Bernadette Stevenson Williams (friend of the Roe family) 
Laizu Zaman (friend of Jared Lem) 

 

 
 
 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 

Supply Pastor:      Rev. Amy R. Carter Feira 
Director of Music and Liturgy: Jeremy Shoop 
Sound Technician: Bob Thompson 
Video Technician: Sylvia Moran 
 

Serving November 30th: First Sunday of Advent 
 

Assisting Minister: Anne Geiger 
Reader:   Craig Reichow 
Acolyte:   TBD 
Greeter: Jared Lem 
 

Serving December 7th: Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Assisting Minister: Andy Krueger 
Reader:   Jared Lem 
Acolyte:   Gary Wolfe 
Greeter: Jared Lem 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE:  NOV 30 – DEC 7 
 

 SU 30 9:00 am 
9:00 am 

10:00 am 
11:00 am 

1:00 pm 

Kingdom Kids & Angels ~ Choir Stall 
Adult Sunday School ~ Conference Rm 
Worship – First Sunday of Advent 
Fellowship & Coffee 
Bldg. Use: Christian Missionary ~ FH 

TU 2 
 

6:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

Bldg. Use: Boy Scouts Troop 12 
Fiber Arts Group ~ Conference Rm 

W 3 11:30 am 
6:00 pm 
7:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

Lunch for the Soul ~ FH 
Midweek Advent Dinner 
Midweek Advent Worship 
ELL ~ Education Wing 

TH 4 7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

Choir Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary 
Bell Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary 

SA 6 
 

SU 7 
 
 

8:00 am 
11:00 am 

9:00 am 
9:00 am 

10:00 am 
11:00 am 

1:00 pm 

Bldg. Use: Herndon’s Women AA ~ Rm 204 
Bldg. Use: Called2Be 7th Day Adventist 
Kingdom Kids & Angels ~ Choir Stall 
Adult Sunday School ~ Conference Rm 
Worship – Second Sunday of Advent 
Fellowship & Coffee 
Bldg. Use: Christian Missionary ~ FH 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@holycrossherndon.org


LUNCH FOR THE SOUL 
 

We need your help to serve our neighbors in need through 
this caring ministry! Holy Cross provides lunch on the first 
Wednesday of every month, and your support in cooking, 
serving, or cleanup is always welcome. Our next opportunity 
to serve is on Wednesday, December 3. Please consider 
joining us! You can sign up at: perfectpotluck.com/YEEI1717  

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

ADVENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP 
 

Join us on Wednesday evenings this Advent season as we 
pause, breathe, and draw close to the promise of Christ. 
Dinner is served at 6:00 PM, followed by worship at 7:00 PM. 
 
This year’s theme— Find Hope, Encounter Forgiveness, 
Pursue Restoration—guides us as we listen for God’s 
presence in a busy season and prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Christ. 
 
All are welcome. Come as you are. 

 
12/3 & 12/10: Dinner – 6 pm, Worship – 7 pm 
12/17: Worship – 6:30 pm, Dinner – 7 pm 

 

WELCOME PASTOR AMY! 
 

Pastor Amy Carter Feira attended the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Gettysburg and graduated in 2013. She has 
served congregations in the Metro DC Synod, most recently 
at Grace Lutheran Church in Washington, D.C. She is currently 
on leave from call to complete academic work and is a PhD 
candidate in Religion and Culture at the Catholic University of 
America. She lives in Arlington, VA with husband Scott, sons 
David and Justin, and Domino the dog.  
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE FESTIVAL CHOIR 
 

Rehearsals: 
Thursday, December 4th - 7:00 PM 

Thursday, December 11th - 7:00 PM 
Thursday, December 18th - 7:00 PM 

 
Christmas Eve (December 24): 

7:00 PM service 
 

This is a great opportunity for anyone who enjoys singing but 
cannot commit to the regular choir schedule.  The festival 
choir is also a great way for anyone who is considering joining 
the choir and simply wants to see what it is like.   
 
If you are interested in joining the festival choir or have 
questions, please contact Jeremy at 
MusicDir@HolyCrossHerndon.org or call the church office at 
703-437-1883. 
__________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 

https://www.perfectpotluck.com/YEEI1717
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church Welcomes ALL! 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church joyfully affirms and celebrates that every 
person is a beloved child of God. We welcome all who are seeking God’s 
boundless love and sustaining grace into full community with us at Holy 
Cross. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down 
barriers and systems that divide God’s children working to be a space 
committed to racial equality for God’s people and to building a community 
where all are recognized as part of Christ’s new creation. 

 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
Whatever your race, ethnicity, or heritage; 
Whatever your relationship status; 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
 
Whatever your sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or gender expression; 
Whatever your socio-economic status; 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
 
Whatever your age and life circumstance; 
Whatever your physical and mental ability. 
You are a beloved child of God, you are valued, and you are welcome here. 

 
 

What to Expect in Worship 
  
Worship services can be intimidating for newcomers.  While we try to make worship as accessible as 
possible for everyone, we know that some aspects can be confusing. Feel free to ask an usher or someone 
near you for help if you have any questions today.  We are happy to help and want all voices to be included 
in praise to God. 
 
Our worship style is traditional at Holy Cross.  A full liturgy is used to focus our praise and prayers to God.  
Notes are included in the side gutter of the bulletin to explain why we use the various liturgical elements.  
Communion is celebrated every Sunday at Holy Cross.  The table (altar) is not our table, but Christ’s table. 
Just as Christ welcomes all, all are welcome to receive communion at Holy Cross.  Pastor will give 
instructions on how we celebrate communion. Written instructions are also included at that point in the 
bulletin. 
 
Throughout the year we emphasize each liturgical season differently to mark the passage of time.  Liturgical 
texts change to reflect aspects of that season, some elements are removed or added to reflect the mood of that 
season, and colors used to decorate the chancel are changed to provide visual reminders of the current 
season. 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
 

Transforming the world & ourselves, together in community, fellowship, and faith. 
 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 30, 2025 ~ 10:00 AM 

 
Although the historical record is sketchy, it appears that our Advent arose out of a season of fasting 
to prepare for baptisms at Epiphany. By the sixth century, an eschatological emphasis was present. 
Our Advent comprises the four Sundays before Christmas. Each year, the first Sunday contains the 

theme of readiness for divine judgment, the second Sunday the ministry of John the Baptist, the third 
Sunday the Baptist’s call to a repentant life, and only on the fourth Sunday a narrative concerning 

the birth of Jesus. God comes, in the past in the history of Israel and the incarnation of Jesus, in the 
present in the word and sacrament of each Sunday, and in the future at the end of all things. The 

lectionary appoints readings to fit this pattern, and its tone stands in stark contrast to our society’s 
weeks of preparation for Christmas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        
WE GATHER 

 
 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  by John Behnke 

I. Chant 
II.  Meditation 

 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose 

home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 
Assembly: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and 

of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
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Pastor: Long expected God, 
Assembly: we confess that we look to ourselves for the 

peace and security only you can provide. We 
reach for swords and spears, reluctant to 
release our grip on the ways of war. We 
become impatient while waiting and weary of 
keeping awake. 

 
 Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live 

in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our 
trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your 
advent among us, that we may abound in the 
hope you have promised. Amen. 

 
Pastor: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to 

God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed and 
forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome 
the Savior. 

Assembly: Amen. 
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Written in the 18th 
century by Charles 
Wesley and John 
Cennick, this majestic 
hymn announces 
Christ’s return in glory. 
Drawing on imagery 
from Daniel, 
Revelation, and the 
Gospels, including 
today’s gospel reading 
from Matthew 24, it 
proclaims the hope that 
Christ will come again 
to set the world right. 
Its soaring language 
invites us to begin 
Advent with both awe 
and longing: watching, 
waiting, and trusting 
the One who comes to 
redeem all creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING HYMN (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #435)  
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GREETING 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
  
Assisting Minister: A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord!”  

For all who gather in this place and prepare their 
hearts for His birth, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
Assembly: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assisting Minister: Lord Jesus, you came to gather all nations into the 

peace of God’s kingdom.  For peace on earth and 
that all people may know of His coming, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

 
Assembly:  
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The prayer of the day, 
based on collect #778 in 
the Gregorian 
Sacramentary, a 
seventh-century book of 
prayers, incorporates 
the imagery of light 
from today’s readings. 
All sixteen Advent 
prayers begin with “Stir 
up,” a traditional 
English translation of 
the original 
Latin excita. 
 
 
 
 
In Advent the church 
both anticipates and 
celebrates the presence 
of God in Jesus Christ, 
who is himself, like 
Jerusalem in the oracle, 
the locus of divine 
justice and peace for 
the world. 
 
 
 
 

Assisting Minister: Let anyone who has ears listen to what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches.  For prophets of old who 
proclaimed your birth and for your people today 
who go out and share your Good News, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

 
Assembly: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By 

your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our 
walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
Please sit. 
 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 

LISTENING WITH CHILDREN’S EARS 
 
FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God 
establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, 
and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord 
now!” 
 
Reader: A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  
 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 
 
 2 In days to come 
  the mountain of the LORD’s house 
 shall be established as the highest of the mountains 
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At the start of Advent 
the church hears Paul’s 
wake-up call, to put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the darkness of 
winter, we awake to the 
light of Christ. God is 
like the coming dawn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 
 all the nations shall stream to it. 
  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
  to the house of the God of Jacob, 
 that he may teach us his ways 
  and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction 
  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
 4 He shall judge between the nations 
  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
 they shall beat their swords into plowshares 
  and their spears into pruning hooks; 
 nation shall not lift up sword against nation; 
  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 5 O house of Jacob, 
  come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD! 
 
Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  
Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                      Romans 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today 
in light of Christ’s coming in the future. 

 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let 
us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  
Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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Advent begins the 
liturgical year, and in 
this Year A, the gospel 
readings from Matthew 
complement the festival 
gospels taken from 
John. At this beginning 
we contemplate the end: 
the arrival of the divine 
judge means the end of 
the earth as we know it. 
In Advent, we are called 
to ready our lives to 
receive our disorienting 
God. The arrival of 
God, like a flood, 
always surprises us. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Stanza 2) 

 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring 
about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to 
stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come 
unannounced. 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel according to Matthew the 24th chapter. 
Assembly:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as 
the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For 
as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one 
will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord iscoming. 43 But 
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Often called the “King 
of Chorales,” this 1599 
hymn by Philipp Nicolai 
is one of the great 
treasures of Lutheran 
tradition. Written 
during a time of plague, 
it expresses both deep 
longing and confident 
hope. Echoing Paul’s 
call in Romans 13 to 
“wake from sleep,” the 
hymn pictures the 
church as a watchful 
people awaiting the 
arrival of Christ, the 
Bridegroom. Its 
triumphant melody 
announces that God’s 
new day is already 
dawning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
Assembly:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please sit. 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #436) 
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 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for the greater 
church. 
 
 
 
 
 
We pray for creation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
Assisting Minister:  With the whole church let us profess our faith, 
Assembly:    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our   
        Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the  
    dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Assisting Minister: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in 

prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the 
church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

 
 God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and 

instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay leaders, 
teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us 
your ways and lead us in your paths. God of 
grace, 

Assembly:  hear our prayer. 
 
Assisting Minister: God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the 

grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for 
forests and oceans, as we see you in the world 
around us. God of grace, 

Assembly:  hear our prayer. 
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We pray for justice. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We pray for those in 
need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We pray for this 
congregation.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We remember the 
saints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sharing of THE 
PEACE is an ancient 
ritual that puts us right 
with our neighbors 
before we offer our gifts 
to God. 
 

 

Assisting Minister: God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, 
judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate and 
transform them into words for building up 
community. Remake implements of war to sow 
peace. God of grace, 

Assembly:  hear our prayer. 
 
Assisting Minister: God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We 

pray for those we hold in love who are ill or 
despairing, including those we name before you 
now (the assembly offers names). As we observe 
World AIDS Day, we call for your spirit to fill 
those affected by HIV and AIDS. Surround all 
with care and consolation. God of grace, 

Assembly:  hear our prayer. 
 
Assisting Minister: God of the journey, you have already prepared the 

pastor who will walk with Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church in the season ahead. As we wait, stir our 
hearts for discernment. Guide our Call Team, 
leaders, and congregation to listen for your Spirit. 
Shape us for the ministry ahead and steady the 
feet of the pastor you are calling. God of grace, 

Assembly:  hear our prayer. 
 
Assisting Minister: God of all time, build up our lives that we would 

reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with all the 
saints to your holy city where peace and goodness 
make a home. God of grace, 

Assembly:  hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for 

whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through 
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Assembly: And also with you. 

 
Please sit. 
 
OFFERING 
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MUSICAL OFFERING   
Will We Know Him? by Don Besig & Nancy Price 
     Sanctuary Choir 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY (Stanza 3) 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed 
the hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in 
your name. 

Assembly: Amen. 
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WE COME TO GOD’S TABLE 
 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
   
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Assembly: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts, 
Assembly: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
Assembly: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
   … and join their unending hymn.  
  
SANCTUS (Setting 3) 

 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
Pastor:                      Jesus was always the guest. 
  
 In the homes of Peter and Jairus, Martha and 

Mary, Joanna and Susanna, he was always the 
guest. 
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 At the meal tables of the wealthy where he pled 
the case of the poor, he was always the guest. 

 Upsetting polite company, befriending isolated 
people, welcoming the stranger, he was always 
the guest. 

 
 But here, at this table, he is the host. Those who 

wish to serve him must first be served by him. 
Those who want to follow him must first be fed 
by him. For this is the table where God intends us 
to be nourished. 

 
 This is the table where we who are broken are 

made whole. So, come, you who hunger and thirst 
for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer 
world. Jesus Christ, who has sat at our tables,  
now invites us to be guests at his. 

 
 On the night in which he was betrayed, and as 

they were sitting at a meal, Jesus gave thanks, 
took a piece of bread and broke it. He gave it to 
the disciples saying, “This is my body.  It is 
broken for you. Do this to remember me. 

 
 Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine, 

gave thanks and said, “This cup is the new 
relationship with God made possible because of 
my death. Drink this all of you, to remember me.” 

 
 So now we do as Jesus did. We take this bread 

and wine,  the produce of the earth and fruit of 
human labor. In these, Jesus has promised to be 
present; through these, Christ can make us whole. 

 
 We ask, merciful God, that you send, in kindness, 

your Holy Spirit to settle on this bread and wine 
and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 

 Let that same Spirit rest on us, call us from the 
folly of this world, until in wisdom, we conform 
to the shape of him whose food we now share. 

 
 All this we ask through your son, Jesus Christ. 
 By him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 



 17 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us 

to pray.   
Assembly: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Pastor: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what 

God has promised. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
This is Christ’s table of welcome. Jesus invites all who are hungry and thirsty for 
unconditional love and acceptance to come to God’s banquet. The ushers will 
direct you forward at the appropriate time. Communion will be by station. Red 
wine and white grape juice are available in individual cups. Bread served is 
Gluten Free. If you wish to receive a blessing rather than communion, cross your 
arms over your chest. Return to your seat by the side aisle.   
 
AGNUS DEI  (Setting 3) 
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Rooted in African 
American spiritual 
tradition, this song 
draws from Jesus’ 
parable of the wise and 
foolish bridesmaids. Its 
steady, rhythmic refrain 
becomes a call to stay 
ready, stay faithful, and 
keep hope alive. As we 
come to the table, the 
hymn reminds us that 
our waiting is active: 
nourished by Christ, we 
are empowered to shine 
with the light of God’s 
coming kingdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN  (All Creation Sings #949) 
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From the Taizé 
community in France, 
this simple, meditative 
chorus invites quiet 
trust. Repeating the 
words of Psalm 27, it 
helps us settle into a 
posture of patient 
expectation. During 
communion, its gentle 
repetition becomes 
prayer: wait for the 
Lord, whose day is 
near; wait for the Lord, 
be strong, take heart. In 
the busy rush of Advent, 
the song grounds us in 
God’s steadying 
presence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #262) 
 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Assembly: Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. God our host, at this table you have 

fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager 
to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear 
good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

Assembly: Amen. 
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This 17th-century hymn 
by Laurentius Laurenti 
sends us out with joyful 
urgency. Calling 
believers to watch for 
the coming of Christ, it 
resonates strongly with 
today’s themes of 
alertness and readiness. 
Yet the tone is hopeful, 
not fearful, the light of 
God’s promise is 
already shining. As we 
leave worship, the hymn 
reminds us that Advent 
waiting is filled with 
rejoicing, courage, and 
the expectation of 
Christ’s new dawn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE ARE SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

 
 
SENDING HYMN (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #244) 
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BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, 

now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out, ☩ 
bless you now and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Assisting Minister: Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ.   
Assembly: Thanks be to God.    
 
POSTLUDE 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers arr.  John Ferguson 
      

 
As part of our continuous efforts to make worship more 

inclusive and sensory friendly, we ask that you refrain from 
applauding during worship and after the postlude. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Attributions: 
All other portions of the liturgy are from Augsburg Fortress Copyright © 2019. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS000419. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, 
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 
 
 
Andrew, Apostle 
Sunday, November 30, 2025 
The first of the disciples to be called by Jesus, Andrew quickly began 
to bring others to the Savior, including Simon Peter. The Bible also 
shows him leading some Greeks to meet Jesus, and he brought forward 
the boy with five loaves and two fish, with which Jesus fed thousands. 
 
Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552 
Wednesday, December 3, 2025 
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to 
India, Southeast Asia, Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to 
found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 
 
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749 
Thursday, December 4, 2025 
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well 
as theological works. One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, 
remained influential for centuries. 
 
Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, died around 342 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 
Little is known about Nicholas, except that he was a bishop in present-
day Turkey. According to legend, he was famous for his giving to the 
poor, and so has become a symbol of anonymous gift-giving. 
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[Gerard S. Sloyan, 
in Homilies for the 
Christian People, ed. 
Gail Ramshaw (New 
York: Pueblo, 1989), 1-
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1959 the Soviet 
Union presented 
a sculpture to the 
United Nations that 
depicts a warrior 
reshaping a sword into 
a plowshare. 

FROM THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES 
 
In a religious autobiography entitled Confessions, St. Augustine tells 
of hearing the singsong chant of a child intoning repeatedly, “Pick it 
up and read it.” Going back to Paul’s letters Augustine opened 
randomly to what we now designate as Romans 13:13: “Put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” and this Romans passage is designated as our 
second Bible reading on this Advent Sunday. As the days continue to 
darken earlier during this season, we are summoned to the light at the 
end of the Advent tunnel. That light is Christ: chiefly as he is to come 
in glory at the end, but also, prefigured, as that coming is, by his 
earthly coming as the Christ of Christmas. But for now, look for the 
coming one at an hour you do not expect him. 
 
—Gerard S. Sloyan 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Swords-Plowshares.jpg
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There is a hearing-assistance system (induction loop) in the Sanctuary for 
those with hearing impairments. Please ask an usher for instructions. 

 
STAFF 

 
Phone: (703) 437-1883 

Website: www.HolyCrossHerndon.org 
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/HCLCHerndon 

Instagram: www.Instagram.com/HolyCrossELCA 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/c/HolyCrossLutheranChurchHerndonVA 

Email: Admin@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Jeremy Shoop, Director of Music and Liturgy (585) 748-2848 
 MusicDir@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Marie Edwards Nelson, Church Administrator (703) 437-1883 
Sarah Schulmeyer, Church Administrator Admin@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Marie Edwards Nelson, Bookkeeper Bookkeeper@HolyCrossHerndon.org 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
Cara Swanson Papenheim, President (571) 481-6281 
 President@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Mark Roe, Vice President (202) 615-8495 
 VicePresident@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Jo Roe, Secretary (703) 477-3509 
  Secretary@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Bob Thompson, Treasurer (703) 795-3662 

Treasurer@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
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