
  

 
 
 

 

 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 14, 2025  

 
  A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, 

and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the 
coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church 
and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes 
and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 
 



Sunday, December 14, 2025

VISITORS: It is a joy to have you with us 
this morning. If you are looking for a church 
family, we hope you will consider Holy Cross. 
For more information, you can fill out a 
visitor form in the narthex, speak to an 
usher, or scan the QR code to the right. 
 

FAMILIES:  Children are always welcome at our worship 
services! There’s also a small play area in the Narthex where 
you can hear the broadcasted service. 
 
 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER LIST 
For additions/changes, email the office: admin@holycrossherndon.org 

Names will be removed after one month unless advised otherwise. 
 

OUR CONGREGATION 
Juliana Roe Beck | Bonnie Burton | Terry & Linda Butler 
Joy Caveney | Joel Flegal | Roy Geiger | Otto Jacobson 

Jared Lem | Reed Morgan | Mike Muller | Craig Reichow 
Jeremy Shoop | Tuula Toney | Cherie Weatherhead 

  
THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 

Riley Morgan | Thomas Newcomb | Collin Reichow 
 

RELATIVES AND FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION 
Erin Barden (sister of Andrew Barden) 

Randy and Shirley Beamer (friends of Pam Darby) 
Debbie Bowman (niece of Betty Skelton) 

Joy Brown (friend of Kate Flegal) 
Symphony Calvillo & her two boys (friend of Kate Flegal) 

Jane Campbell (friend of Cheryl Smith) 
Don and Liz Gober (friends of Craig Reichow) 

Jason Greenwalt (friend of Cheryl Smith) 
Madilyn Gross (cousin of Desirae Peral) 

Matt Kim (friend of John & Tammy Breene) 
Georgia Kirby and Cain Mason (friends of Cherie Weatherhead) 

Phyllis Krapf (wife of Dick Krapf) 
Don Kress (friend of Helen and Gary Wolfe) 

Dale, John, and Jeff MacPherson (friends of Jared Lem) 
Sharon Massen (friend of Craig Reichow) 

Lisa Nolf (friend of Jared Lem) 
Jim Pollock (godfather of Andrew Barden) 

Anne Marie Berardi Rabinowitz (friend of Tonya Elliott) 
Dylan Roe (nephew of Mark and Jo Roe) 

John Smith (brother-in-law of Cheryl Smith) 
Steven Swancutt (brother of Lynn Russo) 

Diana Todd (friend of the Russos) 
Michelle White (friend and coworker of Kate Flegal) 

Bernadette Stevenson Williams (friend of the Roe family) 
Laizu Zaman (friend of Jared Lem) 

 

THOSE IN MOURNING 
Family & friends of Glorene Mjoness (founding member of Holy Cross) 

 
 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 

Director of Music and Liturgy: Jeremy Shoop 
Sound Technician: Bob Thompson 
Video Technician: Sylvia Moran 
 

Serving December 14th: Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Supply Pastor:      Rev. Pam Mitcham 
Assisting Minister: Matthew Andersen 
Reader:   Kristin Andersen 
Acolyte:   Andy Krueger 
Greeter: Jared Lem 
 

Serving December 21st: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Supply Pastor:      Rev. Amy R. Carter Feira 
Assisting Minister: Andy Krueger 
Reader:   Catherine Taylor 
Acolyte:   Kate Flegal 
Greeter: Jared Lem 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE:  DEC 14 – DEC 21 
 

 SU 14 9:00 am 
10:00 am 
11:00 am 

1:00 pm 

Countdown to Christmas ~ FH 
Worship – Third Sunday of Advent 
Fellowship & Coffee 
Bldg. Use: Christian Missionary ~ FH 

TU 16 
 

W 17 

6:30 pm 
6:30 pm 

11:30 am 
6:30 pm 
7:00 pm 

Beer & Carols ~ Jimmy’s Old Town Tavern 
Bldg Use: Boy Scouts Troop 12 
Lunch for the Soul ~ FH 
Midweek Advent + LFTS Worship 
Midweek Advent + LFTS Dinner 

TH 18 7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

Choir Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary 
Bell Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary 

SA 20 
 
 

SU 21 
 
 

8:00 am 
10:00 am 
11:00 am 

9:00 am 
10:00 am 
11:00 am 

1:00 pm 

Bldg. Use: Herndon’s Women AA ~ Rm 204 
Quilting Group ~ Rm 202 
Bldg. Use: Called2Be 7th Day Adventist 
Adult Sunday School ~ Conference Rm 
Worship – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Fellowship & Coffee 
Bldg. Use: Christian Missionary ~ FH 

mailto:admin@holycrossherndon.org


 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

ADVENT MIDWEEK WORSHIP 
 

Join us on Wednesday evenings this Advent season as we 
pause, breathe, and draw close to the promise of Christ. 
This year’s theme— Find Hope, Encounter Forgiveness, 
Pursue Restoration—guides us as we listen for God’s 
presence in a busy season and prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Christ. 
 
All are welcome. Come as you are. 
 

12/17: Worship – 6:30 pm, LFS Dinner – 7 pm 
__________________________________________________ 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 12/17 DINNER 
 

Holy Cross has many slots open to bring food or serve/clean 
up at the combined Midweek Advent/Lunch for the Soul 
Christmas Dinner on December 17. Sign up here: 
PerfectPotluck.com/ERPK0106 
__________________________________________________ 
 

 

HELP DECORATE THE HALLS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

Join us after worship on Sunday, December 21 (lunch will be 
provided), as we decorate our sanctuary and church building 
for Christmas Eve services. We’ll set up trees, arrange greens, 
hang wreaths, and add all the finishing touches that make 
Holy Cross glow with Christmas joy. 

 
All ages and abilities are welcome—many hands make light 
(and festive!) work. Thank you for helping create a beautiful 
worship space for this holy season! 
 

Sign Up to Help at tinyurl.com/hclcChristmas 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

LAST CHANCE FOR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
 

Today is the deadline to donate for Christmas poinsettias! 
Donations received will be used to purchase wreaths, 
garlands, and poinsettias to decorate the 
Sanctuary for Christmas. You may make a 
dedication In Honor of or In Memory of 
someone, and it will be printed in the 
Christmas Eve bulletin. 

 
Forms are also available online—go to 
https://tinyurl.com/323xm9fc or scan the QR 
code. Donations may be made through Vanco 
by selecting the Christmas Poinsettias fund. 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

https://www.perfectpotluck.com/ERPK0106
https://www.tinyurl.com/hclcChristmas
https://tinyurl.com/323xm9fc
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church Welcomes ALL! 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church joyfully affirms and celebrates that every 
person is a beloved child of God. We welcome all who are seeking God’s 
boundless love and sustaining grace into full community with us at Holy 
Cross. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down 
barriers and systems that divide God’s children working to be a space 
committed to racial equality for God’s people and to building a community 
where all are recognized as part of Christ’s new creation. 

 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
Whatever your race, ethnicity, or heritage; 
Whatever your relationship status; 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
 
Whatever your sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or gender expression; 
Whatever your socio-economic status; 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
 
Whatever your age and life circumstance; 
Whatever your physical and mental ability. 
You are a beloved child of God, you are valued, and you are welcome here. 

 
 

What to Expect in Worship 
  
Worship services can be intimidating for newcomers.  While we try to make worship as accessible as 
possible for everyone, we know that some aspects can be confusing. Feel free to ask an usher or someone 
near you for help if you have any questions today.  We are happy to help and want all voices to be included 
in praise to God. 
 
Our worship style is traditional at Holy Cross.  A full liturgy is used to focus our praise and prayers to God.  
Notes are included in the side gutter of the bulletin to explain why we use the various liturgical elements.  
Communion is celebrated every Sunday at Holy Cross.  The table (altar) is not our table, but Christ’s table. 
Just as Christ welcomes all, all are welcome to receive communion at Holy Cross.  Pastor will give 
instructions on how we celebrate communion. Written instructions are also included at that point in the 
bulletin. 
 
Throughout the year we emphasize each liturgical season differently to mark the passage of time.  Liturgical 
texts change to reflect aspects of that season, some elements are removed or added to reflect the mood of that 
season, and colors used to decorate the chancel are changed to provide visual reminders of the current 
season. 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
 

Transforming the world & ourselves, together in community, fellowship, and faith. 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 14, 2025 ~ 10:00 AM 

 
The origin of Advent as a season of fasting to prepare for baptisms at Epiphany is particularly 
evident on the third Sunday. Whenever God comes—in the past in the history of Israel and the 

incarnation of Jesus, in the present in the word and sacrament of each Sunday, and in the future at 
the end of all things—a reorienting of our life is called for. The lectionary’s readings stand in stark 

contrast to our society’s partying and shopping for Christmas. The coming of Christ means to 
transform the world, saving all who are in need. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of our 
continuous efforts to 
make worship more 
inclusive and sensory 
friendly, we ask that 
you refrain from 
applauding during 
worship and after the 
postlude. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        
WE GATHER 

 
 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
PRELUDE 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
LITURGY OF JOY AND THANKSGIVING 
 
Pastor: Rejoice in the Lord always—again I say, rejoice! 

In this season of watching and waiting, God draws 
near with joy that cannot be contained: joy that 
rises like dawn, joy that steadies weary hearts, joy 
that whispers to us, “Do not be afraid.” 

Assembly: We rejoice in God, our source of Joy! 
 
Pastor: For the blessings that greet us each morning: the 

gift of breath, the promise of a new day, the quiet 
ways your love finds us even when we do not 
notice: 

Assembly: We rejoice in God, our source of Joy! 
 
Pastor: For the songs that lift our spirits, for beauty that 

surprises us, for kindness that arrives when we 
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need it most, and for communities that carry one 
another with grace: 

Assembly: We rejoice in God, our source of Joy! 
 
Pastor: For the joy of Advent: joy that flickers like a 

candle against the dark, joy that grows as we hear 
again your ancient promises, joy that points us 
toward the coming Christ: 

Assembly: We rejoice in God, our source of Joy! 
 
Pastor: Gather us now in this holy space. Open our eyes 

to the wonders you place before us, open our ears 
to hear your good news, and open our hearts to 
receive the joy you so freely give. 

Assembly: We rejoice in God, our source of Joy! 
 
GATHERING HYMN (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #253)  
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Our Kyrie for Advent 
was written by our 
Director of Music and 
Liturgy, Jeremy Shoop.  
The petitions from the 
Assisting Minister prays 
for those gathered here 
and now, and all people 
around the world and in 
all times, as we prepare 
for Christ’s birth.  The 
refrain is the traditional 
kyrie, a plea for God’s 
mercy, set to the tune 
VENI EMMANUEL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
 

Pastor:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 
  
Assisting Minister: A voice cries out, “Prepare the way of the Lord!”  

For all who gather in this place and prepare their 
hearts for His birth, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
Assembly: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assisting Minister: Lord Jesus, you came to gather all nations into the 

peace of God’s kingdom.  For peace on earth and 
that all people may know of His coming, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

 
Assembly:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assisting Minister: Let anyone who has ears listen to what the Spirit is 

saying to the churches.  For prophets of old who 
proclaimed your birth and for your people today 
who go out and share your Good News, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

Assembly: 
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The prayer of the day is 
inspired by collect 
#1125 in the seventh-
century Gregorian 
Sacramentary. Just as 
John the Baptist urges 
the people to prepare 
for the Messiah, the 
prayer asks God to stir 
up our hearts to 
prepare for Christ with 
lives of growth and 
repentance. 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps Paul’s blessing 
of peace is what many 
Christians need to hear 
during these pre-
Christmas weeks, a 
peace that comes from 
being in Christ. The 
stress on joy in the third 
week of Advent led to 
the tradition of using a 
pink candle, rather than 
a purple one, on this 
third Sunday. In today’s 
word and sacrament, 
we experience that the 
Lord is near. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, 

and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, 
transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
Please sit. 
 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 
 
 
FIRST READING Philippians 4:4-9 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, 
he urges his friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns 
with the hope that they will experience God’s joy and peace. 
 
Reader:             A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  
 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that you 
have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and 
the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  
Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 
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Sometimes in the 
lectionary, a reading 
presents the full citation 
that is referred to in the 
gospel reading. This 
Sunday, the reading is 
the oracle from Isaiah 
that Jesus cites in 
today’s gospel reading. 
On Sunday, Christians 
praise the resurrection 
of Christ as just such a 

LISTENING WITH CHILDREN’S EARS 
 

I’ve got a joy in Advent time that shines like the sun, 
I’ve got a joy in Advent time that shines like the sun, 
I’ve got a joy in Advent time that shines like the sun, 

And Jesus brings it true! 
 

Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 
Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 
Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 

O Lord, come soon, we pray! 
 

Joy is a light that guides us on till Christ’s day is here, 
Joy is a light that guides us on till Christ’s day is here, 
Joy is a light that guides us on till Christ’s day is here, 

And Jesus brings it true! 
 

Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 
Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 
Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 

O Lord, come soon, we pray! 
 

There’s joy for all the world for our Lord Jesus comes soon, 
There’s joy for all the world for our Lord Jesus comes soon, 
There’s joy for all the world for our Lord Jesus comes soon, 

And Jesus brings it true! 
 

Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 
Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 
Come Lord, O come Lord, come with joy to me! 

O Lord, come soon, we pray! 
 
SECOND READING Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous 
procession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which 
health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is 
coming to save. 
 
Reader:             A reading from the prophet Isaiah.  
 

 1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 
  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
 like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly 
  and rejoice with joy and shouting. 
 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
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joyous transformation 
of all things. The 
Sunday liturgy means to 
celebrate that 
transformation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 
  the majesty of our God. 
 
 3 Strengthen the weak hands 
  and make firm the feeble knees. 
 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
  “Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
  He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
  He will come and save you.” 
 
 
 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
  and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 
 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness 
  and streams in the desert; 
 7 the burning sand shall become a pool 
  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; 
  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
 8 A highway shall be there, 
  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
 the unclean shall not travel on it, 
  but it shall be for God’s people; 
  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
 9 No lion shall be there, 
  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
 they shall not be found there, 
  but the redeemed shall walk there. 
 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return 
  and come to Zion with singing; 
 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Reader:  Word of God, word of life.  
Assembly:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 



 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The gospel of Advent 3 
responds to the gospel 
of Advent 2: last week 
John the Baptist 
predicted the coming 
judgment, and this week 
Jesus, also citing the 
prophet Isaiah, speaks 
of the transformative 
power of his ministry. 
Each week we hear 
more about what the 
presence of God means 
for the world, today and 
at the end of time. That 
coming begins here, in 
word and sacrament. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Stanza 2) 

 
 
GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11 
John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth 
(Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will 
do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already 
through healing and restoration. 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel according to Matthew the 11th chapter. 
Assembly:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word 
by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John 
what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone 
who takes no offense at me.” 
 
7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by 
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the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 
robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, 
then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, 
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen 
greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.” 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
Assembly:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please sit. 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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Worship today has been 
full of joy. We gathered 
with a liturgy of joy, the 
pink candle was lit, and 
joy angels were hung.  
“Awake! Awake, and 
Greet the New Morn” 
continues our joy with a 
lilting dancelike feel for 
this joyful Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #242) 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM                     
 

 John Thomas Furcht III 
Parents: Katherine and John Furcht Jr. 

Sponsors: Christina Casiano and Matthew Metcalf 
 
Pastor: In baptism the Lord frees us from sin and death by 

joining us to the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; 
by water and the Holy Spirit we are reborn children 
of God and made members of the church, the body 
of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion 
of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to 
the will of God. 

 
 Who presents this child for baptism? 
Sponsors: We present John Thomas Furcht III for baptism.                                                              
 
Pastor: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and 

love of God, do you desire to have John Thomas 
baptized into Christ? 

Parents:  We do. 
 
Pastor: As you bring John Thomas to receive the gift of 

baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
 
To live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy      
supper, teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and 
the Ten Commandments, place in his hands the 
holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that he may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ 
through word and deed, care for others and the 
world God made, and work for justice and peace. 
 
Do you promise to help John Thomas grow in the 
Christian faith and life? 

Parents:  We do. 
 
Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support John 

Thomas and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 
Assembly:  We do. 
 
 



 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
The presiding minister addresses the parents and sponsors.  
 
Pastor: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that 

defy God? 
Parents/Sponsors: We renounce them. 
 
Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of this world that 

rebel against God? 
Parents/Sponsors: We renounce them. 
 
Pastor: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you  

from God? 
Parents/Sponsors: We renounce them. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 
Pastor:   People of God, do you believe in God the Father? 
Assembly:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor:   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
Assembly:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our  
        Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the 
                               dead. 
 
Pastor:   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
Assembly:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
Assembly:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Assembly:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all 

things. Your voice thundered over the waters at 
creation. You water the mountains and send springs 
into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living 
things. 

 
Assisting Minister pours water into the font.  
 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those 
in the ark to safety. Through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the 
wilderness you nourished them with water from the 
rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan 
to the promised land. 
 

Assisting Minister pours water into the font.  
 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your 
Son Jesus has carried us to safety and freedom. The 
floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall 
not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to 
the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, 
baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Assisting Minister pours water into the font.  
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this 
cleansing water; clothe the baptized with Christ; 
and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave 
and free, no longer male and female, but one with 
all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

Assembly:  Amen. 
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BAPTISM 
 
Pastor:  John Thomas Furcht III, I baptize you in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Assembly:  Amen. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that  

through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
children new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise 
them to eternal life. 

 
Laying hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 
 
Pastor: Sustain John Thomas with the gift of your Holy 

Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 
presence, both now and forever. 

Assembly:  Amen. 
 
The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized. 
 
Pastor:   John Thomas Furcht III, child of God, you have 

been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 
cross of Christ forever. 

Assembly:  Amen. 
 
WELCOME 
 
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized.  
 
Assisting Minister: Let your light so shine before others that they 

may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 

 
Assisting Minister:  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
Assembly: We welcome you into the body of Christ and 

into the mission we share.  Join us in giving 
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's 
creative and redeeming word to all the 
world. 

THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Assembly: And also with you. 
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Please sit. 
 
OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING   
The King Shall Come by Thomas Keesecker 
     Sanctuary Choir 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
OFFERTORY (Stanza 3) 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 

you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, that we may feed 
the hungry and welcome the stranger, trusting in 
your name. 

Assembly: Amen. 
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WE COME TO GOD’S TABLE 

 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
    
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Assembly: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts, 
Assembly: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God, 
Assembly: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… 
   … and join their unending hymn.  
  
SANCTUS (Setting 3) 

 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
Pastor:                      Jesus was always the guest. 
 
 In the homes of Peter and Jairus, Martha and 

Mary, Joanna and Susanna, he was always the 
guest. 
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 At the meal tables of the wealthy where he pled 
the case of the poor, he was always the guest. 

 Upsetting polite company, befriending isolated 
people, welcoming the stranger, he was always 
the guest. 

 
 But here, at this table, he is the host. Those who 

wish to serve him must first be served by him. 
Those who want to follow him must first be fed 
by him. For this is the table where God intends us 
to be nourished. 

 
 This is the table where we who are broken are 

made whole. So, come, you who hunger and thirst 
for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer 
world. Jesus Christ, who has sat at our tables,  
now invites us to be guests at his. 

 
 On the night in which he was betrayed, and as 

they were sitting at a meal, Jesus gave thanks, 
took a piece of bread and broke it. He gave it to 
the disciples saying, “This is my body.  It is 
broken for you. Do this to remember me.” 

 
 Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of wine, 

gave thanks and said, “This cup is the new 
relationship with God made possible because of 
my death. Drink this all of you, to remember me.” 

 
 So now we do as Jesus did. We take this bread 

and wine,  the produce of the earth and fruit of 
human labor. In these, Jesus has promised to be 
present; through these, Christ can make us whole. 

 
 We ask, merciful God, that you send, in kindness, 

your Holy Spirit to settle on this bread and wine 
and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 

 Let that same Spirit rest on us, call us from the 
folly of this world, until in wisdom, we conform 
to the shape of him whose food we now share. 

 
 All this we ask through your son, Jesus Christ. 
 By him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us 

to pray.   
Assembly: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 

thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Pastor: Behold, God is making all things new. Take your 

place in the new creation. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
This is Christ’s table of welcome. Jesus invites all who are hungry and thirsty for 
unconditional love and acceptance to come to God’s banquet. The ushers will 
direct you forward at the appropriate time. Communion will be by station. Red 
wine and white grape juice are available in individual cups. Bread served is 
Gluten Free. If you wish to receive a blessing rather than communion, cross your 
arms over your chest. Return to your seat by the side aisle.   
 
AGNUS DEI  (Setting 3) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #266) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (All Creation Sings #905) 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #262) 
 

 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Assembly: Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. God our host, 
                                 at this table you have fed us with joy and 

gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, 
                                 welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the 

name of Jesus. 
Assembly: Amen. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION 
 
Pastor: Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, 

offering yourself as food, comfort, and strength to 
a sick and hurting world. Anoint with a servant 
heart those who take your word and sacrament to 
our siblings in their homes and in hospitals. Grant 
grace, mercy, healing, and hope to those who feast 
on your body and blood and receive your words of 
new life. May we all recognize that we have a 
place and a home in the body of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Assembly: Amen. 
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We are sent out this 
morning singing a hymn 
that reminds us of the 
preparatory nature of 
Advent. In the text of 
this hymn, Eleanor 
Farjeon uses phrases 
like Love the Guest, 
Love the Rose, Love the 
Star, Love the Lord, to 
remind us that Christ 
“is on the way.”  
Farjeon employs every 
part of creation to 
prepare the way of the 
Lord.  Each stanza 
starts will a different 
object: People, look 
east (stanza 1), 
Furrows, be glad 
(stanza 2), Stars, keep 
the watch (stanza 3), 
and Angels announce 
(stanza 4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE ARE SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

 
 
SENDING HYMN (Evangelical Lutheran Worship #264) 
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BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: The Ancient One, enthroned, the Crucified One, 

now risen, the Indwelling One, poured out, ☩ 
bless you now and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Assisting Minister: Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ.   
Assembly: Thanks be to God.    
 
POSTLUDE 

 
 
 

As part of our continuous efforts to make worship more 
inclusive and sensory friendly, we ask that you refrain from 

applauding during worship and after the postlude. 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 
 
 
John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591 
Sunday, December 14, 2025 
John was a member of the Carmelite monastic order, and worked to 
reform it. His writings reflect a deep interest in mystical thought and 
meditation. 
 
Las Posadas (LLC) 
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 
This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from the 
"posadas," or lodgings, sought by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. 
Their search is reenacted in a neighborhood, unsuccessfully, until 
finally they are welcomed in, and a party commences. 
 
Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church, died 1552 
Saturday, December 20, 2025 
Born to an impoverished nobleman, Katie eventually took vows as a 
nun, but around age twenty-four she and several other nuns who were 
influenced by the writings of Martin Luther left the convent. Six 
children were born to Katie and Martin. 
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There is a hearing-assistance system (induction loop) in the Sanctuary for 
those with hearing impairments. Please ask an usher for instructions. 

 
STAFF 

 
Phone: (703) 437-1883 

Website: www.HolyCrossHerndon.org 
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/HCLCHerndon 

Instagram: www.Instagram.com/HolyCrossELCA 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/c/HolyCrossLutheranChurchHerndonVA 

Email: Admin@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Jeremy Shoop, Director of Music and Liturgy (585) 748-2848 
 MusicDir@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Marie Edwards Nelson, Church Administrator (703) 437-1883 
Sarah Schulmeyer, Church Administrator Admin@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Marie Edwards Nelson, Bookkeeper Bookkeeper@HolyCrossHerndon.org 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
Cara Swanson Papenheim, President (571) 481-6281 
 President@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Mark Roe, Vice President (202) 615-8495 
 VicePresident@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Jo Roe, Secretary (703) 477-3509 
  Secretary@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Bob Thompson, Treasurer (703) 795-3662 

Treasurer@HolyCrossHerndon.org 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/HCLCHerndon
http://www.youtube.com/c/HolyCrossLutheranChurchHerndonVA
mailto:musicdir@HolyCrossHerndon.org
mailto:Admin@HolyCrossHerndon.org
mailto:bookkeeper@HolyCrossHerndon.org
mailto:president@HolyCrossHerndon.org
mailto:vicepresident@HolyCrossHerndon.org
mailto:secretary@HolyCrossHerndon.org
mailto:treasurer@HolyCrossHerndon.org
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