
 
 

 
 
 

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 
February 8, 2026  

Light shines in the darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of 
injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the 
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine 
before others. Through baptism we are sent into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 



Sunday, February 8, 2026

VISITORS: It is a joy to have you with us this 
morning. If you are looking for a church family, 
we hope you will consider Holy Cross. For more 
information, you can fill out a visitor form in the 
narthex, speak to an usher, or scan the QR code 
to the right. 
 

FAMILIES: Children are always welcome at our worship services! 
There’s also a small play area in the Narthex where you can hear 
the broadcasted service. 
 

FLOWERS: Today’s flowers are given by Tonya Elliott in 
celebration of the giving spirit at HCLC. 

 

 

WEEKLY PRAYER LIST 
 

OUR CONGREGATION 
Juliana Roe Beck | Bonnie Burton | Terry & Linda Butler | Joy Caveney  
Joel Flegal | Roy Geiger | Otto Jacobson | Reed Morgan | Mike Muller  

Craig Reichow | Jeremy Shoop | Tuula Toney | Cherie Weatherhead 
  

THOSE SERVING IN THE MILITARY 
Riley Morgan | Thomas Newcomb | Collin Reichow 

 

RELATIVES AND FRIENDS OF THE CONGREGATION 
Erin Barden (sister of Andrew Barden) 

Randy and Shirley Beamer (friends of Pam Darby) 
Debbie Bowman (niece of Betty Skelton) 

Joy Brown (friend of Kate Flegal) 
Symphony Calvillo & her two boys (friend of Kate Flegal) 

Jane Campbell (friend of Cheryl Smith) 
Gianna Carter (granddaughter of Sam & Sharon Carter) 

Bruce Dudziak (friend of Jared Lem) 
Don and Liz Gober (friends of Craig Reichow) 

Jason Greenwalt (friend of Cheryl Smith) 
Madilyn Gross (cousin of Desirae Peral) 

Roseanne Heim (family member of Suzanne Flegal) 
Matt Kim (friend of John & Tammy Breene) 

Georgia Kirby and Cain Mason (friends of Cherie Weatherhead) 
Phyllis Krapf (wife of Dick Krapf) 

Don Kress (friend of Helen and Gary Wolfe) 
Dale, John, and Jeff MacPherson (friends of Jared Lem) 

Sue Mason (sister of Pam Darby) 
Sharon Massen & Dorie Miller (friends of Craig Reichow) 

Lisa Nolf and Laizu (friends of Jared Lem) 
Jim Pollock (godfather of Andrew Barden) 

Anne Marie Berardi Rabinowitz (friend of Tonya Elliott) 
Tracy Radican (daughter of former HCLC pastor, Pastor Harper) 

Dylan Roe (nephew of Mark &  Jo Roe) 
John Smith (brother-in-law of Cheryl Smith) 

Nancy Swancutt (sister of Lynn Russo) 
Steven Swancutt (brother of Lynn Russo) 

Dianna and Bill Tilton (friends of Jared & Nannette Lem) 
Diana Todd (friend of the Russos) 

Pastor Luis Velasquez (Lunch for the Soul) 
Michelle White (friend and coworker of Kate Flegal) 

Bernadette Stevenson Williams (friend of the Roe family) 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 
 

Supply Pastor:      Rev. Pam Mitcham 
Director of Music and Liturgy: Jeremy Shoop 
Sound Technician: Bob Thompson 
Video Technician: Sylvia Moran 
 

Serving February 8th: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Assisting Minister: Andy Krueger 
Reader:   Nannette Lem 
Acolyte:   TBD 
Greeter: Jared Lem 
 

Serving February 15th: Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 

Assisting Minister: Kathy Makowski 
Reader:   Richard Smullen 
Torch Bearers:   TBD 
Crucifer:   TBD 
Greeter: Jared Lem 
______________________________________________________________ 
 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE:  FEB 8 – FEB 15 
 

 SU 8 9:00 am 
9:00 am 

10:00 am 
11:00 am 
11:30 am 
11:30 am 

1:00 pm 

Kingdom Kids & Angels ~ Choir Stall 
Adult Sunday School ~ Conference Rm 
Worship – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Fellowship & Coffee ~ FH 
Outreach Committee Meeting ~ FH 
Stephen Ministry Training ~ Conference Rm 
Bldg. Use: Christian Missionary ~ FH 

TU 10 
W 11 

6:30 pm 
11:30 am 

7:00 pm 

Bldg. Use: Boy Scouts Troop 12 
Lunch for the Soul ~ FH 
ELL ~ Education Wing 

TH 12 
 

7:00 pm 
8:00 pm 

Choir Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary 
Bell Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary 

SA 14 8:00 am Bldg. Use: Herndon’s Women AA ~ Rm 204 
SU 15 

 
 

9:00 am 
9:00 am 

10:00 am 
11:00 am 
12:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

Kingdom Kids & Angels ~ Choir Stall 
Adult Sunday School ~ Conference Rm 
Worship – Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Fellowship & Coffee ~ FH 
Council Meeting 
Bldg. Use: Christian Missionary ~ FH 

 
 
 
 



LINK MOBILE FOOD PANTRY – FEBRUARY 
 

Holy Cross is hosting a LINK Food Distribution Event to 
support 300 families in the Herndon area on Saturday, 
February 21st. Lots of help is needed with unloading and 
packing the food on Friday, February 20th. Additional help is 

needed on Saturday with directing traffic, 
moving food bags from inside the church to 
the front walk, and loading bags into clients' 
automobiles. To sign up to help, go here: 
tinyurl.com/LINK-Dist-Feb. 

 
Time slots include:  
Friday, 2/20 | 9 am-12 pm, 3-5 pm, 7-9 pm 
Saturday, 2/21 | 8-11 am 
__________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
Sometimes prayer can seem challenging. Sometimes we 
think we are praying “wrong.” But prayer is just a 
conversation with God. Join the Adult Sunday School class in 
looking at several stories about Jesus that can help us pray. 
We meet Sunday mornings at 9:00 in the conference room. 
All are welcome. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

OUTREACH MEETING TODAY 
 

The Outreach Committee will hold its biannual meeting 
immediately following service today. Outreach Ministry 
program leads and participants are invited to share 
information about their ministries and other pertinent 
updates. If you are interested in outreach and would like to 
learn more, please join us in the Fellowship Hall! 
__________________________________________________ 

 
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER  

 

 
 
You are invited to our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and 
Mardi Gras celebration! Pancakes with all the toppings you 
can imagine, sausage, king cakes, and more will be hot and 
ready for you to enjoy. (GF and vegan options will be 
available.) 
 
Stick around for some lighthearted fun as we play Pancake 
Flip Relay, Toppings Toss, and Shrove Tuesday Trivia—games 
for all ages and skill levels! We are excited to report that The 
Royal Flush will again be in attendance. A Mardi Gras parade 
around the Fellowship Hall to “Oh, When the Saints Come 
Marching In” will bring the evening to a joyful close. 
 

Questions? 
Jeremy (MusicDir@HolyCrossHerndon.org) 

Cecilia (YouthChair@HolyCrossHerndon.org) 
Beverly (FellowshipChair@HolyCrossHerndon.org) 

__________________________________________________ 
 

LENT MIDWEEK DINNER CHURCH SERVICES 
BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH  

 
Join us for fellowship, fun and worship during Lent! Beginning 
Wednesday, February 25h, and continuing through 
Wednesday, March 25th, we will be having our midweek Lent 
Worship Services  every week at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 
Please join us for dinner and fellowship prior to the service at 
6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
__________________________________________________ 
 

FEBRUARY QUEST 
 

The February Quest is out! Pick up your hard copy in the 
narthex or electronically in an e-Blast. This months crossword 
puzzle prize is a gift card to Jimmy’s! Be the first one to 
submit your answers to the administrator’s office to win! 

https://tinyurl.com/LINK-Dist-Feb
mailto:MusicDir@HolyCrossHerndon.org
mailto:YouthChair@HolyCrossHerndon.org
mailto:FellowshipChair@HolyCrossHerndon.org
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church Welcomes ALL! 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church joyfully affirms and celebrates 
that every person is a beloved child of God. We welcome all 
who are seeking God’s boundless love and sustaining grace 
into full community with us at Holy Cross. As disciples of 
Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down barriers 
and systems that divide God’s children working to be a space 
committed to racial equality for God’s people and to building 
a community where all are recognized as part of Christ’s new 
creation. 
 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
Whatever your race, ethnicity, or heritage; 
Whatever your relationship status; 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
 
Whatever your sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or gender expression; 
Whatever your socio-economic status; 
We welcome you, and you are safe with us… 
 
Whatever your age and life circumstance; 
Whatever your physical and mental ability. 
You are a beloved child of God, you are valued, and you are welcome here. 
 

What to Expect in Worship 
  
Worship services can be intimidating for newcomers.  While we try to make worship as accessible 
as possible for everyone, we know that some aspects can be confusing. Feel free to ask an usher or 
someone near you for help if you have any questions today.  We are happy to help and want all 
voices to be included in praise to God. 
 
Our worship style is traditional at Holy Cross.  A full liturgy is used to focus our praise and 
prayers to God.  Notes are included in the side gutter of the bulletin to explain why we use the 
various liturgical elements.  Communion is celebrated every Sunday at Holy Cross.  The table 
(altar) is not our table, but Christ’s table. Just as Christ welcomes all, all are welcome to receive 
communion at Holy Cross.  Pastor will give instructions on how we celebrate communion at that 
part of the service.  Written instructions are also included at that point in the bulletin. 
 
Throughout the year we emphasize each liturgical season differently to mark the passage of time.  
Liturgical texts change to reflect aspects of that season, some elements are removed or added to 
reflect the mood of that season, and colors used to decorate the chancel are changed to provide 
visual reminders of the current season. 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
 

Transforming the world & ourselves, together in community, fellowship, and faith. 
 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 8, 2026 ~ 10:00 AM 

 
On consecutive Sundays after the Epiphany or after Trinity Sunday we examine our lives in light of 
Matthew’s rigorous understanding of righteousness. To be light in the world, we must reflect the 

Light who is Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
As part of our 
continuous efforts to 
make worship more 
inclusive and sensory 
friendly, we ask that 
you refrain from 
applauding during 
worship and after the 
postlude. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE GATHER 

 
 
 

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

PRELUDE 
O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee arr. Todd Smith and Don Husted 
     Marcia Kratzke, piano; Jeremy Shoop, organ 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the 
Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who 
spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the 
waters. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows 
us completely. 

 
Pastor: Mighty God, lover of justice, 
Assembly: you call us to life in community, but we have 

served our own interests at the expense of our 
neighbors. We have sown deceit where 
honesty was needed. We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to 
seek your face. Knit us together and give us 
the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our 
God. Amen. 
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“God, Whose Almighty 
Word” addresses the 
entire Trinity saving 
and healing all of God’s 
children.  In stanza one, 
God is described as a 
supreme being who took 
the darkness and chaos 
and created earth and 
all inhabitants.  Stanza 
two asserts the 
messiahship of Christ, 
describing how he came 
to earth to heal the sick, 
feed the poor and save 
the world.  The Holy 
Spirit is described in 
stanza three as a life-
giving dove who brings 
God’s grace to all 
corners of the world.  
Stanza four takes all 
three beings and 
praises them as one 
glorious being, the Holy 
Trinity. 
 
The final statement of 
each stanza, “let there 
be light” reminds us of 
Christ telling his 
followers, in today’s 
Gospel, to be the salt of 
the earth and the light 
of the world.  These 
words fall on three 
accented chords that 
allow for quite the 
assertive declaration! 

Pastor: The former things have passed away, and new 
things God now declares: Like a spring of water 
that never fails, God covers you in the 
righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin 
in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you 
strength to live for others, and bless you with the 
gift of peace. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN  (ELW #673) 
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GREETING 
 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 

God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you  all. 

Assembly: And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (Setting 12) 
 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE (Setting 12) 
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The prayer of the day, 
based on #86 in the 
seventh-century 
Gregorian 
Sacramentary, reflects 
the straightforward 
rhetoric of early church 
prayers. Only with the 
power of God’s Spirit 
can we shine with the 
light of Christ in the 
world. 
 
 
 
This prophetic passage 
is appointed as 
background to 
Matthew’s words. Jesus 
reiterates the prophet’s 
call to justice and the 
biblical metaphor of 
light. Christians see in 
Jesus the continuation 
and culmination of the 
Jewish hope for 
righteousness. This 
passage is also an 
optional reading for 
Ash Wednesday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, with endless mercy you 

receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By 
your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and 
give us the grace and power to do them, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Assembly:  Amen. 
 
Please sit. 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

 
LISTENING WITH CHILDREN’S EARS 
 
FIRST READING                                                        Isaiah 58:1-9a  
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled 
by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is 
no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the 
hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 
 
Reader: A reading from the prophet Isaiah: 
 
1 Shout out; do not hold back! 
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
 Announce to my people their rebellion, 
  to the house of Jacob their sins. 
 2 Yet day after day they seek me 
  and delight to know my ways, 
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
 they ask of me righteous judgments; 
  they want God on their side. 
 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day 
  and oppress all your workers. 
 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight 
  and to strike with a wicked fist. 
 Such fasting as you do today 
  will not make your voice heard on high. 
 5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
  a day to humble oneself? 
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush 
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
 Will you call this a fast, 
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The “spirit of the 
world” that Paul writes 
about is precisely what 
Matthew is urging 
Christians to reject in 
favor of a radically 
transformed life in the 
Spirit. Christians see in 
Paul’s description of 
the actions of God, 
Jesus Christ, and the 
Spirit the foundation of 
the later doctrine of the 
Trinity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 
  to loose the bonds of injustice, 
  to undo the straps of the yoke, 
 to let the oppressed go free, 
  and to break every yoke? 
 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
 when you see the naked, to cover them 
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
 your vindicator shall go before you; 
  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
 9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.” 
 
Reader: Word of God, word of life.  
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                                  1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy 
and wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus 
Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others in 
light of God’s revelation in the cross. 
 
Reader: A reading from Paul’s first letter to the 

Corinthians: 
 
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come 
proclaiming the testimony of God to you with superior speech or 
wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear 
and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made 
not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human 
wisdom but on the power of God. 
 
6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a 
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being 
destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which 
God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the 
rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
  nor the human heart conceived, 
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Christians receive the 
call to be salt and light, 
for the gospel means to 
transform not merely 
the self or the members 
of the church, but the 
entire world. The 
impossibility of our 
living such a perfect life 
makes us rely on the 
mercy of God and the 
power of the Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is 
truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we 
have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from 
God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  
 
Reader: Word of God, word of life.  
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Setting 12) 
 

 
GOSPEL  Matthew 5:13-20 
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s 
commandments. 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel according to Matthew the 5th chapter. 
Assembly:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for 
anything but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; 
rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that 
they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven. 
 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, 
will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, 
whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches 
others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, 
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Placed alongside Jesus’ 
words in Matthew’s 
Gospel, this hymn 
becomes both prayer 
and calling. We ask 
Christ to be our light in 
places of fear, injustice, 
and uncertainty, even as 
we are reminded that 
we are sent to bear that 
light ourselves. The 
refrain gathers the 
church’s voice into a 
shared plea, while each 
verse names the real 
needs of the world God 
loves and longs to heal. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
Assembly:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  (ELW #715) 
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We pray for the greater 
church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
Assisting Minister:  With the whole church let us profess our faith, 
Assembly:    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 
 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our   
        Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the  
    dead. 

 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 
Assisting Minister: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let 

us pray for the church, the whole human 
community, and the well-being of the earth, our 
home. 

 
Assisting Minister: Your church does ministry in many and various 

ways. Keep the baptized true to the mind of 
Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to 
a troubled world. Merciful God, 

Assembly:  receive our prayer. 
 
Assisting Minister: Your marvelous creation cries out to you. 

Restore polluted air, soil, and water sources to 
wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great 
whales and songbirds from harm, and renew the 
face of the earth. Merciful God, 

Assembly: receive our prayer. 
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We pray for justice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray for those in 
need. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We pray for this 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We pray for the saints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sharing of THE 
PEACE is an ancient 
ritual that puts us right 
with our neighbors 
before we offer our gifts 
to God. 

 
 
 

Assisting Minister: Your people in every nation suffer injustice, 
poverty, and the threat of violence. Guide those 
in authority to govern with compassion, and 
bring peace to war zones. We pray for our 
enemies. Merciful God, 

Assembly: receive our prayer. 
 
Assisting Minister: Your blessings are poured out for all in need. 

Help and heal any who experience trauma, 
discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or 
persecution. Comfort those who are sick or 
grieving, including those we name before you 
now (the assembly offers names). Merciful God, 

Assembly: receive our prayer. 
 
Assisting Minister: Your wisdom guides Holy Cross Lutheran 

Church and its ministries. Sustain our ordained 
leaders, staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. Form 
us to be salt and light for the neighbors we 
serve, following the example of Christ. Merciful 
God, 

Assembly: receive our prayer. 
 
Assisting Minister: Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. 

We give thanks for their lives of faith, trusting 
that we also will be embraced by your eternal 
love. Merciful God, 

Assembly: receive our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our 

prayers and answers us, we commend all for 
whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Assembly: And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING  
Walk in Light by Karen Marrolli 
     Sanctuary Choir 
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OFFERTORY  
 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. God of majesty, no eye has seen, no 

ear has heard what you have prepared for those 
who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the 
wideness of your mercy. Use what we have 
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come 
near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Assembly:              Amen. 
 
 

        WE COME TO GOD’S TABLE 
 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Assembly: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
Assembly: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Assembly: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 
PREFACE 
 
Pastor: It is our duty and delight…. and join their 

unending hymn.   
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SANCTUS (Setting 12) 
 

 

 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
Pastor:                      Jesus was always the guest. 
  
 In the homes of Peter and Jairus, Martha and 

Mary, Joanna and Susanna, he was always the 
guest. 

 
 At the meal tables of the wealthy where he pled 

the case of the poor, he was always the guest. 
 Upsetting polite company, befriending isolated 

people, welcoming the stranger, he was always 
the guest. 

 
 But here, at this table, he is the host. Those who 

wish to serve him must first be served by him. 
Those who want to follow him must first be fed 
by him. For this is the table where God intends 
us to be nourished. 
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 This is the table where we who are broken are 
made whole. So, come, you who hunger and 
thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a 
fairer world. Jesus Christ, who has sat at our 
tables,  now invites us to be guests at his. 

 
 On the night in which he was betrayed, and as 

they were sitting at a meal, Jesus gave thanks, 
took a piece of bread and broke it. He gave it to 
the disciples saying, “This is my body.  It is 
broken for you. Do this to remember me. 

 
 Later, after they had eaten, he took a cup of 

wine, gave thanks and said, “This cup is the new 
relationship with God made possible because of 
my death. Drink this all of you, to remember 
me.” 

 
 So now we do as Jesus did. We take this bread 

and wine,  the produce of the earth and fruit of 
human labor. In these, Jesus has promised to be 
present; through these, Christ can make us 
whole. 

 
 We ask, merciful God, that you send, in 

kindness, your Holy Spirit to settle on this bread 
and wine and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 

 Let that same Spirit rest on us, call us from the 
folly of this world, until in wisdom, we conform 
to the shape of him whose food we now share. 

 
 All this we ask through your son, Jesus Christ. 
 By him, with him, and in him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us 

to pray.   
Assembly: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
    who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Pastor: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world! Come to the table; taste and see. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
This is Christ’s table of welcome. Jesus invites all who are hungry and thirsty for 
unconditional love and acceptance to come to God’s banquet. The ushers will 
direct you forward at the appropriate time. Communion will be by station. Red 
wine and white grape juice are available in individual cups. Bread served is 
Gluten Free. If you wish to receive a blessing rather than communion, cross your 
arms over your chest. Return to your seat by the side aisle.   
 

AGNUS DEI  (Setting 12) 
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This hymn beautifully 
bridges table and life. 
As we receive Christ’s 
self-giving love in the 
sacrament, the text 
reminds us that worship 
is never an end in itself. 
True faith is lived out in 
acts of compassion, 
justice, and service. 
Precisely the kind of 
faithful living described 
in Isaiah’s call to loose 
the bonds of injustice 
and share bread with 
the hungry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN (ELW 712) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (ELW 532) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN (ACS 976) 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
Pastor: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Assembly: Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Assisting Minister: Let us pray. Radiant God, we have seen your 

glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the 
sacrament of his body and blood you have 
drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table 
with delight, that our lives may reflect the 
beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 
have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

Assembly:              Amen. 
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This joyful spiritual 
sends us out with 
simplicity and purpose. 
Jesus’ teaching about 
light is no abstraction 
here. It becomes 
personal and embodied. 
As we leave worship, 
this hymn affirms that 
even small, ordinary 
acts of faithfulness can 
shine brightly. 
Empowered by Word 
and meal, we go to let 
God’s light shine in 
homes, workplaces, and 
communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WE ARE SENT FORTH TO SERVE 

 
 

 
SENDING HYMN (ELW 677) 
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BENEDICTION 
 
Pastor: May the triune God, who has put a new song in 

your mouth and tuned your heart for praise 
☩ bless you now and forever. 

Assembly: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
Assembly: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTRIBUTIONS: 
 
All other portions of the liturgy are from Augsburg Fortress Copyright © 2019. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #SAS000419. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common 
Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 
 
 
Cyril, monk, died 869; Methodius, bishop, died 885; missionaries 
to the Slavs 
Saturday, February 14, 2026 
These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were 
sent to bring Christianity to the Slavic people. In the course of their 
work they created a written language, inventing the Cyrillic alphabet 
for it, and translated the Bible and the liturgy. 
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[Barbara Lundblad, 
in Homilies for the 
Christian People, ed. 
Gail Ramshaw (NY: 
Pueblo, 1989), 38.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Christians hear 
the words “let your 
light shine,” we think of 
baptism and 
the baptismal candle. 

FROM THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES 
 
For Jesus, salt and light came out of a long tradition of biblical 
teaching: salt and light were images for the law of God. Salt and light 
must take us back to the fullness of the law and the prophets, and the 
fullness of Jesus’ radical teaching in this Sermon on the Mount. The 
prophets plead for fullness of life: freedom from oppression, bread 
for the hungry, homes for those who have none, clothing for the 
naked. Is this not what it means to be the salt of the earth, to keep this 
prophetic word alive in the midst of our world? If we lose this vision, 
if we give in to other values, if we forget God’s longing for justice, 
our salt has lost its taste. If you think Jesus’ call is impossible, 
remember that the One who is our bread is with us and within us, 
empowering us to be salt and light in this world. 
 
—Barbara Lundblad 
 
 
                               

                    

https://www.publicdomainpictures.net/en/view-image.php?image=40514&picture=a-candle
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Assistance system (induction loop) in the Sanctuary for those with hearing 
impairments. Please ask an usher for instructions. 

 
STAFF 

 
Phone: (703) 437-1883 

Website: www.HolyCrossHerndon.org 
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/HCLCHerndon 

Instagram: www.Instagram.com/HolyCrossELCA 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/c/HolyCrossLutheranChurchHerndonVA 

Email: Admin@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 

Jeremy Shoop, Director of Music and Liturgy (585) 748-2848 
 MusicDir@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Marie Edwards Nelson, Church Administrator (703) 437-1883 
Sarah Schulmeyer, Church Administrator Admin@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Marie Edwards Nelson, Bookkeeper Bookkeeper@HolyCrossHerndon.org 

 
 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Cara Swanson Papenheim, President (571) 481-6281 
 President@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Mark Roe, Vice President (202) 615-8495 
 VicePresident@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Jo Roe, Secretary (703) 477-3509 
  Secretary@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
 
Bob Thompson, Treasurer (703) 795-3662 
                                                                                                                       Treasurer@HolyCrossHerndon.org 
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